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ABSTRACT 

Background On January 1, 2000, Texas began enforcement of a law 
that requires physicians to notify a parent of a minor child seeking an 
abortion at least 48 hours before the procedure. 

Methods We assessed changes in the rates in Texas of abortions and 
births (events per 1000 age-specific population) before enforcement 
of the parental notification law (1998 to 1999) and after enforcement 
(2000 to 2002). We did this by comparing the rate changes among 
minors 15 to 17 years of age at the time of conception (i.e., those who 
were subject to the law) with those of teens 18 years of age at the 
time of conception (i.e., those who were not subject to the law). 

Results After enforcement of the law, abortion rates fell by 11 percent 
among 15-year-olds (rate ratio, 0.89; 95 percent confidence interval, 
0.83 to 0.94), 20 percent among 16-year-olds (rate ratio, 0.80; 95 
percent confidence interval, 0.76 to 0.85), and 16 percent among 17-
year-olds (rate ratio 0.84; 95 percent confidence interval, 0.80 to 
0.87), relative to the rates among 18-year-olds. Among the subgroup 
of minors 17.50 to 17.74 years of age at the time of conception (who 
would have been subject to the parental notification law in early pregnancy), birth rates rose by 4 
percent relative to those of teens 18.00 to 18.24 years of age (rate ratio, 1.04; 95 percent confidence 

interval, 1.00 to 1.08). The adjusted odds ratio for having an abortion after 12 weeks' gestation among 

http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/short/354/10/1031 (1 of 2)3/10/2006 10:50:26 AM

http://content.nejm.org/
http://content.nejm.org/
http://content.nejm.org/search.dtl
http://content.nejm.org/current.shtml
http://content.nejm.org/contents-by-date.0.shtml
http://content.nejm.org/collections/
http://content.nejm.org/help/
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/login?uri=/
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/short/354/10/1021?query=prevarrow
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/short/354/10/1021?query=prevarrow
http://content.nejm.org/content/vol354/issue10/index.shtml
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/short/354/10/1039?query=nextarrow
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/short/354/10/1039?query=nextarrow
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/full/354/10/1031
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/reprint/354/10/1031.pdf
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/ac_external_ref?link_type=pda_mms&doi=10.1056%2FNEJMsa054047
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/full/354/10/1031/DC1
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/folders?action=addtofolder&wherefrom=JOURNALS&wrapped_id=nejm;354/10/1031
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/citmgr?gca=nejm;354/10/1031
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/mailafriend?url=http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/short/354/10/1031&title=Changes+in+Abortions+and+Births+and+the+Texas+Parental+Notification+Law
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/alerts/ctalert?alertType=citedby&addAlert=cited_by&saveAlert=no&cited_by_criteria_resid=nejm;354/10/1031&return_type=article&return_url=%2Fcgi%2Fcontent%2Fshort%2F354%2F10%2F1031
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/ac_external_ref?link_type=letters_mms&doi=10.1056%2FNEJMsa054047
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/search?qbe=nejm;354/10/1031&journalcode=nejm&minscore=5000
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/external_ref?access_num=16525140&link_type=PUBMED


NEJM -- Changes in Abortions and Births and the Texas Parental Notification Law

minors 17.50 to 17.74 years of age as compared with 18-year-olds was 1.34 (95 percent confidence 
interval, 1.10 to 1.62). 

Conclusions The Texas parental notification law was associated with a decline in abortion rates among 
minors from 15 to 17 years of age. It was also associated with increased birth rates and rates of 
abortion during the second trimester among a subgroup of minors who were 17.50 to 17.74 years of 
age at the time of conception. 
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