
Divine Command Ethics-An Analysis 
 
DCT purports two strengths over “man-made” ethics.  Let us examine those strengths and 
Plato’s Dilemma in relation to scriptural examples: 
 
God Regulates and Condones Slavery 
Exodus 21 (Including the selling of one’s own daughter into slavery) 
1 "These are the laws you are to set before them:  
2 "If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh year, 
he shall go free, without paying anything. 3 If he comes alone, he is to go free alone; but 
if he has a wife when he comes, she is to go with him. 4 If his master gives him a wife 
and she bears him sons or daughters, the woman and her children shall belong to her 
master, and only the man shall go free. 5 "But if the servant declares, 'I love my master 
and my wife and children and do not want to go free,' 6 then his master must take him 
before the judges. He shall take him to the door or the doorpost and pierce his ear with an 
awl. Then he will be his servant for life. 7 "If a man sells his daughter as a servant, she is 
not to go free as menservants do. 8 If she does not please the master who has selected her 
for himself, he must let her be redeemed. He has no right to sell her to foreigners, because 
he has broken faith with her. 9 If he selects her for his son, he must grant her the rights of 
a daughter. 10 If he marries another woman, he must not deprive the first one of her food, 
clothing and marital rights. 11 If he does not provide her with these three things, she is to 
go free, without any payment of money. 
20 "If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave dies as a direct result, 
he must be punished, 21 but he is not to be punished if the slave gets up after a day or two, 
since the slave is his property. 
 
Leviticus 25 
44 " 'Your male and female slaves are to come from the nations around you; from them 
you may buy slaves. 45 You may also buy some of the temporary residents living among 
you and members of their clans born in your country, and they will become your 
property. 46 You can will them to your children as inherited property and can make them 
slaves for life, but you must not rule over your fellow Israelites ruthlessly. 
 
Numbers 31(Note this passage is pedophilic sexual slavery) 
15 "Have you allowed all the women to live?" he asked them. 16 "They were the ones who 
followed Balaam's advice and were the means of turning the Israelites away from the 
LORD in what happened at Peor, so that a plague struck the LORD's people. 17 Now kill 
all the boys. And kill every woman who has slept with a man, 18 but save for yourselves 
every girl who has never slept with a man. 
 
1 Peter 2 (Jesus is to be model for slaves to emulate) 
18Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are 
good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19For it is commendable if a man 
bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 20But how is 
it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer 
for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21To this you were 



called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow 
in his steps. 
 
Titus 2 (Obedient slaves makes evangelism easier) 
9Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk 
back to them, 10and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so 
that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. 
 
Colossians 3 
22Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on 
you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 
 
Ephesians 6 
 5Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just 
as you would obey Christ. 6Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on 
you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7Serve 
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8because you know that the 
Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.  9And 
masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he 
who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.  
 
 
God Commands Genocide/Ethnic Cleansing 
Deuteronomy 20 
16 However, in the cities of the nations the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes. 17 Completely destroy [a] them—the 
Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—as the LORD your God 
has commanded you. 
 
Joshua 6 
15 On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times 
in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. 16 The 
seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the 
people, "Shout! For the LORD has given you the city! 17 The city and all that is in it are 
to be devoted to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her 
house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. 18 But keep away from the 
devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of 
them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble 
on it. 19 All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD 
and must go into his treasury." 20 When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at 
the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every 
man charged straight in, and they took the city. 21 They devoted the city to the LORD and 
destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women, young and old, 
cattle, sheep and donkeys. 22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, "Go 
into the prostitute's house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with 
your oath to her." 23 So the young men who had done the spying went in and brought out 
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Rahab, her father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. They brought out 
her entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. 24 Then they burned 
the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of 
bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD's house. 
 
Joshua 8 
1 Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the 
whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the 
king of Ai, his people, his city and his land. 2 You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to 
Jericho and its king, except that you may carry off their plunder and livestock for 
yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city." 
24 When Israel had finished killing all the men of Ai in the fields and in the desert where 
they had chased them, and when every one of them had been put to the sword, all the 
Israelites returned to Ai and killed those who were in it. 25 Twelve thousand men and 
women fell that day—all the people of Ai. 26 For Joshua did not draw back the hand that 
held out his javelin until he had destroyeda all who lived in Ai. 27 But Israel did carry off 
for themselves the livestock and plunder of this city, as the LORD had instructed Joshua. 
28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this 
day. 29 He hung the king of Ai on a tree and left him there until evening. At sunset, 
Joshua ordered them to take his body from the tree and throw it down at the entrance of 
the city gate. And they raised a large pile of rocks over it, which remains to this day. 
 
Judges 18 
1 In those days Israel had no king. And in those days the tribe of the Danites was seeking 
a place of their own where they might settle, because they had not yet come into an 
inheritance among the tribes of Israel. 2 So the Danites sent five warriors from Zorah and 
Eshtaol to spy out the land and explore it. These men represented all their clans. They 
told them, "Go, explore the land." 7 So the five men left and came to Laish, where they 
saw that the people were living in safety, like the Sidonians, unsuspecting and secure. 
And since their land lacked nothing, they were prosperous. Also, they lived a long way 
from the Sidonians and had no relationship with anyone else.  27 Then they took what 
Micah had made, and his priest, and went on to Laish, against a peaceful and 
unsuspecting people. They attacked them with the sword and burned down their city. 28 
There was no one to rescue them because they lived a long way from Sidon and had no 
relationship with anyone else. The city was in a valley near Beth Rehob. The Danites 
rebuilt the city and settled there. 29 They named it Dan after their forefather Dan, who 
was born to Israel—though the city used to be called Laish. 
 
Numbers 25 (The destruction of an entire city because of the betrayal of one family.) 
16 The LORD said to Moses, 17 "Treat the Midianites as enemies and kill them, 18 because 
they treated you as enemies when they deceived you in the affair of Peor and their sister 
Cozbi, the daughter of a Midianite leader, the woman who was killed when the plague 
came as a result of Peor." 
 
                                                 
a The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the LORD, often by totally 
destroying them. 



Numbers 31 
7 They fought against Midian, as the LORD commanded Moses, and killed every man. 8 
Among their victims were Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur and Reba—the five kings of Midian. 
They also killed Balaam son of Beor with the sword. 9 The Israelites captured the 
Midianite women and children and took all the Midianite herds, flocks and goods as 
plunder. 10 They burned all the towns where the Midianites had settled, as well as all their 
camps. 11 They took all the plunder and spoils, including the people and animals, 12 and 
brought the captives, spoils and plunder to Moses and Eleazar the priest and the Israelite 
assembly at their camp on the plains of Moab, by the Jordan across from Jericho. 
15 "Have you allowed all the women to live?" he asked them. 16 "They were the ones who 
followed Balaam's advice and were the means of turning the Israelites away from the 
LORD in what happened at Peor, so that a plague struck the LORD's people. 17 Now kill 
all the boys. And kill every woman who has slept with a man, 
 
Numbers 33-34 (paraphrased 33:50-53) 
27 Then they took what Micah had made, and his priest, and went on to Laish, against a 
peaceful and unsuspecting people. They attacked them with the sword and burned down 
their city. 28 There was no one to rescue them because they lived a long way from Sidon 
and had no relationship with anyone else. The city was in a valley near Beth Rehob. The 
Danites rebuilt the city and settled there. 29 They named it Dan after their forefather Dan, 
who was born to Israel—though the city used to be called Laish. 
 
 Matthew 10 
32"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father 
in heaven. 33But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in 
heaven. 34"Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to 
bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to turn " 'a man against his father, a daughter 
against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 36a man's enemies will 
be the members of his own household. 
 
Luke 12 
49"I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50But I 
have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! 51Do you think 
I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52From now on there will be 
five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. 
53They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter 
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law." 
 



Saint Thomas Aquinas on Divine Command Theory 
Aquinas says, 
God also issues these commandments: 
1. Judgment is reserved for God alone.  (1 Samuel 2:24-26, 1 Samuel 24:11-13) 
2. “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you 
will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you 
look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in 
your own eye?” (Matthew 7:1-3) 
Aquinas goes on to say, “A Christian who makes judgments of others is not in the place 
he ought to be religiously.  Anyone who makes [ethical] judgments of others is placing 
themselves as equal to God.  This is heresy and impiety.”  DCT, therefore, is self-
nullifying. 
Aquinas offers, in place of DCT, Natural Law Theory.  We will examine Natural Law 
Theory in the Gay Marriage section of the course. 


