TOPICS

Select from the following topics. You must read and utilize the
relevant supplemental reference materials posted on my website.

1. Social Justice:
Review the document posted on my website “Disparities in Healthcare”. Formulate a
method for eliminating these disparities using Rawls. Reply to Rawls utilizing the
readings on Libertarianism.

Required Additional Reading:
Everything under “Healthcare Issues” on my website with the exception of “Cancer
Drug Pricing”.

2. Abortion:
Consider the case of Bristol Palin; read “Do As We Do”".
Analyze abortion from the perspectives of social justice as well as those we
discussed in class. In that capacity, discuss the proper role of government. Discuss
the consequences of all three options available, at least theoretically, to Bristol Palin.

Required Additional Reading:
The Visible Embryo

"Notification laws may not be reducing abortions"

“Low-income Kids Report First Sexual Intercourse At 12 Years Of Age In New National
Study”

"Child Protection and Child Outcomes: Measuring the Effects of Foster Care" (UAB Domain
Only)

Adoptions Statistics: “The AFCARS Report”

SES and Sexual Onset

Deficit in brains of children in poverty

Outcomes of Virginity Pledges


http://www.philosophicalturn.net/CMI/Social_Justice/Disparities_Healthcare.pdf
http://www.philosophicalturn.net/CMI/Social_Justice/Disparities_Healthcare.pdf
http://www.slate.com/id/2199132/pagenum/all/
http://www.slate.com/id/2199132/pagenum/all/
http://www.visembryo.com/baby/1.html
http://www.visembryo.com/baby/1.html
http://www.philosophicalturn.net/CMI/Reproductive/Abortion/Notification_laws_may_not_be_reducing_abortions.pdf
http://www.philosophicalturn.net/CMI/Reproductive/Abortion/Notification_laws_may_not_be_reducing_abortions.pdf
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/08/090817142855.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/08/090817142855.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/08/090817142855.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/08/090817142855.htm
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30034577?seq=1
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30034577?seq=1
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/stats_research/afcars/tar/report16.htm
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/stats_research/afcars/tar/report16.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/08/090817142855.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/08/090817142855.htm
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20026865.000-deficit-in-poor-brains-identified.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20026865.000-deficit-in-poor-brains-identified.html
http://www.philosophicalturn.net/CMI/Reproductive/Abstinence_Ed_Fails_Again.pdf
http://www.philosophicalturn.net/CMI/Reproductive/Abstinence_Ed_Fails_Again.pdf

3. Euthanasia:
Read and discuss the case “In Defense of Dignity” by Dan Savage. Analyze this case
according to each author. How would James and Pence respond to Gay-Williams and
Dyck? Also discuss from the perspective of virtue ethics: Is the woman acting
cowardly? What is the ordering of her appetites (desires), emotions, and reason?
You need to also include a discussion of the proper role of physicians towards their
terminally ill and suffering patients.

Required Additional Reading:
“Elephants in Mouse Holes”

Original Hippocratic Oath

AMA Code of Ethics

AMA Code of Professional Conduct

"Nurses’ Experiences with Hospice Patients" (accessible via UAB on-campus domain
only)

GUIDELINES

Formatting Guidelines

Failure to follow these guidelines will result in refusal of and/or no credit for the paper. One
letter grade deduction for each day late; any paper more than 3 days late will not be
accepted and 0 score will be recorded.

Papers must be typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman only, 12 point font, pages
numbered, stapled, MLA style citations (internal citations, bibliography page), standard
one inch default margins on all sides with a Header and Footer size of 0.5 inches.

Content Guidelines

You are not to present your opinion. This paper is not an opinion piece or a statement of
your personal beliefs. You are to analyze and discuss the case study provided. Take a
position and defend it which could include “It is not clear what the morally appropriate
course of action is in this case.” However, there are clear morally impermissible courses of
action in some cases. To reiterate, you are not to state your personal opinion.


http://www.thestranger.com/seattle/Content?oid=691855
http://www.thestranger.com/seattle/Content?oid=691855
http://www.philosophicalturn.net/CMI/Euthanasia/NEJM_Elephants_in_Mouseholes.pdf
http://www.philosophicalturn.net/CMI/Euthanasia/NEJM_Elephants_in_Mouseholes.pdf
http://classics.mit.edu/Hippocrates/hippooath.html
http://classics.mit.edu/Hippocrates/hippooath.html
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/physician-resources/medical-ethics/code-medical-ethics/principles-medical-ethics.shtml
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/physician-resources/medical-ethics/code-medical-ethics/principles-medical-ethics.shtml
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/upload/mm/369/decofprofessional.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/upload/mm/369/decofprofessional.pdf
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/full/349/4/359
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/full/349/4/359

No internet sources are allowed unless I provided them; doing so results in automatic zero
credit. You may only use course materials. You must use the additional materials posted on
my website as listed above at minimum.

Definitions from Webster and Webster-like dictionaries are forbidden.

Review fallacies discussed at the beginning of semester. You must point out these fallacies
if they occur in arguments presented by any author.

In the disagreement(s), identify what kind of disagreement(s) is involved; that is, a
disagreement between facts, judgments, or opinions. Identify, based upon the type of
disagreement (there may be more than one involved), what kind of resolution is possible.
Other key issues discussed throughout the course must be addressed where appropriate;
for example, who comprises the moral community and on what grounds? In many cases,

concepts used on one issue are applicable to other issues.

Again: Refrain from presenting your personal views. The point of the paper is to demonstrate
comprehension and application of the course material not to defend your personal viewpoints.

Warnings to the Wise
[ do not accept papers via e-mail or IM.

Do not say “feel” when you mean “believe” or “opine”. “Feel” refers to sensations such as
feeling cold or emotions and not cognitive dispositions.

Do not make abstract religious claims such as, “Man was made in the image of God” or
“Marriage is a sacred institution”. No matter the claim (religious or not), you must be able

to explain its meaning.

Excessive grammatical mistakes will result in failure. Please consult with the Writing Center.

Egregious factual inaccuracies will result in failure.

Refrain from statements such as “Abortion is a controversial topic”; “Consensus on the
moral status of euthanasia will never be reached”; “It is up to each individual person to
decide...” (such a claim is ambiguous and is dreadfully close to a subjective ethic); avoid
biographical information about an author unless it is directly relevant to the issue.

Most of these notifications do not apply as long as you follow the prohibition of refraining
from stating your personal views.



NOTE: If quality of work on a paper(s) is unusually superior to the quality of work on tests, I
reserve the right to singularly compute your grade based upon the tests.

Plagiarism Policy
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty
Plagiarism is defined as the following:

using the exact words of another person’s work/writing without acknowledgment of
your source through the use of quotation marks and correct citation/
documentation;

to claim as one’s own the ideas or words of another is plagiarism.

rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit;

using someone else’s facts or ideas without acknowledgement;

using a piece of writing for one course that was already used in a previous course

(or in courses in which you are simultaneously enrolled) without express
permission from both instructors to do so; and

presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials.

Please consult with the instructor of this course if you are unsure about how to
document sources.

Cheating on exams is also an affront to the principle of academic honesty. At the very
least, an assignment on which plagiarism or cheating has occurred will receive no
credit, i.e.,, a “zero,” and an Academic Dishonesty Incident Form concerning the incident
will be kept on file in the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs. A plagiarist/
cheater is also subject to failure in the course and/or appearance before the Justice
Council.

(Approved by Faculty Senate, Spring 2000)

Plagiarism will result, at minimum, in no credit on the assignment if not failure for the
course. At maximum, you could be expelled from the university.

Due Date
The paper is due on the final class meeting.



